
Color-coded emergency alerts are being 
retired.

Plain language alerts will clearly identify 
the event, location and any necessary 
instructions.

Instructions will be included only when 
immediate action is needed.

Code Blue remains unchanged.

*Instructions should be included only when immediate life safety action is required. Additional details may be 
communicated through established internal channels.

The event (e.g., Fire Alarm, Active Shooter, 
Missing Adult)

The specific location (e.g., Second Floor 
West)

Any immediate safety concerns or 
necessary instructions *

Dial			         and provide:

Sample Facility Poster

Additional details may be requested by the operator.

As of				       , you will no longer hear color-coded emergency 
alerts, except for Code Blue.

WHAT’S CHANGING? When reporting an emergency event: 

Remember:

Plain language alerts should clearly identify the event, location 
and any necessary instructions.

Fire Alarm – Second Floor East

STEMI Patient – Emergency Department

Active Shooter – West Entrance – Run, Hide

In most emergency situations, “all clear” will be given when the event has been managed or resolved.

Examples:

Example:

“All clear. The emergency event has been resolved. All clear.”

Missing Infant – Mother/Baby Unit

Code Blue – ICU Room 12 (unchanged) 


